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Congratulations  

to our new  
National Board:

National Regent  
Sherry Nilles

National Regent-Elect  
Emily Guilherme

First Vice National Regent  
Susan Moné

Second Vice National Regent  
Essie Walker

National Secretary-Treasurer  
Connie Dronette

National Directors

Nancy Bambanek

Michele Bowman

Theressa Cersovski

Ivone Da Silveira

Dawn Fortenberry

Irene Gramza

Barbara Jensen

Carolyn Malik

Darlene Moritz

Our NY State Projects
Some are new, some are not! Please consider participating in all State-wide projects: we 

are one in Unity & Charity and your State Board hopes that these projects will help to bind us 
even more closely to each other.

FAMILY

The Thank You Project: Introduced in 2019 and outlined again in the June 2020 issue of 
The Rising Dawn, The Thank You Project is a simple idea that can have world-wide reach. 
Organizing and collecting thank you cards for active military personnel doesn’t have to be a 
costly endeavor, but can mean so much to the men and women who receive the notes and 
help spread knowledge of CDA in your community.

Please keep track of how many cards your court creates/collects and details of any 
card writing event or publicity so that you can report it next year.

QUALITY OF LIFE

The Ladies of Martha & Mary: We learned of this “project” last year from State 
Chairman of Spiritual Enhancement Lu Koch as something her local court was doing; we 
came to find that other courts have similar practices. We decided to form a State Project 
from the idea! Another easy to participate in and adaptable project, The Ladies of Martha 
& Mary are a local court committee that sees to the needs of elderly, shut-in or recently 
hospitalized members by putting together a care package of sorts and presenting it to the 
member in need. Magazines, puzzle books, restaurant or grocery store gift cards, home baked 
treats, lap blankets, prayer cards...any little thing can be donated or purchased, arranged into 
a basket and delivered to the home or hospital room of the member just to let them know 
we care.

Keeping a list of members that you have visited and presented baskets to will help you 
to fill out your Circle of Love form next year.

LEGISLATION

Election Eve Rosary: A packet is included with this newsletter that outlines the rosary for 
the night before elections. We are asking each court to speak to your pastor and organize 
a parish-wide rosary for America on November 2nd, the night before the 2020 Presidential 
Election. Remember that as a tax-exempt organization, we cannot endorse any political  
party or candidate; this rosary is for the intention of our country, not a candidate.

Please let us know how your event goes; take photos; let your local paper know of  
your commitment to prayer and patriotism.

SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT

Live Stream Prayers: Born of the need to spiritually connect while we were social 
distanced during the Coronavirus pandemic, rosaries, chaplets, and prayer services live-
streamed on Facebook were an important and much appreciated way to get through the 
days of quarantine. Still continuing, though not everyday, these prayer sessions, led by 
officers and members from around the state can be viewed on the Catholic Daughters NY 
State page Monday through Friday at 8pm, with 2pm prayers with First Vice State Regent 
Theresa Duran taking place 2 or 3 times each week (depending on her work schedule).  
Past National Regent Helene Shepard posts a theme of the day on the page each morning 
and gets us all thinking and praying in unity. A schedule of weekly prayers is published on 
the page a few days before. Additionally, the self-named Prayer Warriors set an alarm for 
3pm daily to remind them to stop and remember the Divine Mercy of Jesus by either reciting 
the chaplet or just to say “Jesus, I trust in You” three times.

Please join live for any or all prayer services or sign on to the page anytime to catch 
“reruns” which can be located in the video tab.

EDUCATION

The Marie C. Curry Seminary & Scholarship Fund: Our perennial Education Project 
continues. Remember that the assessment does not need to be voted on by court members.

Please submit your donation as soon as you receive the invoice. These funds are 
necessary to make our donations to the seminaries in each diocese and to provide prize 
money for our multiple Education Contests.

Kudos Eileen
Congratulations to our own  

New York State Chairman of 
Legislation Eileen Petersen who  
has been asked by National Regent 
Sherry Nilles to serve as the CDA 
National Legislative Chairman! 

We are so proud of you Eileen! 
We know that your fervor and passion 
will be evident to the membership as 
you continue to keep us informed on 
all legislative issues that concern us 
as Catholics. Way to go!

YOU HAVE BEEN TOLD,  
O MORTAL, WHAT IS GOOD, 
AND WHAT THE LORD 
REQUIRES OF YOU: ONLY TO 
DO JUSTICE AND TO LOVE 
GOODNESS, AND TO WALK 
HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD. 

—MICAH 6:8: 



LISA M. STIRPE,  
STATE CHAIRMAN FOR 1903 SOCIETY

“Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted.” 
Matthew 5:4

Everyone seems to be in a state of 
mourning recently for things that will 
never be the same again. Life is 
changing so quickly. Our CDA court lost 
two members this year to natural 
causes: Darcy Kubissa, our Recording 
Secretary; and Shirley Schmoldt, who 
was the heart of our court. COVID-19 
has taken members from the National, 
State and local courts. We mourn 
them, too.

This is the time to trust in God to 
help us in our grief. I recently lost my 
mother to cancer and am trying to 
cope like everyone else. Although 
Mom had a Protestant funeral in a 
Protestant church, three Catholic 
Daughters members were there giving 
me moral support and sharing their 
condolences with my family. It really 
makes the point that CDA sisters can 
rely on each other.

We depend on each other to help 
hold our meetings and to work on our 
Circle of Love projects. Social distancing 
makes this challenging right now. I rely 
on all of you to send your 1903 Society 
donations to me, and the New York 
State Court relies on me to dispatch it 
to their Secretary. Please remember to 
mail your contribution to me. 

Catholic Daughters stick together 
to share our tears and our laughter, and 
to praise God for both. We hold each 
other up, pray together, comfort each 
other, and often have lunch. Thank God 
for all of my Catholic Daughters sisters.

The Mission Statement of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
The purposes of the organization are to participate in the religious, charitable and educational 

Apostolates of the Church. Catholic Daughters of the Americas engages in creative and spiritual programs 

which provide its members with the opportunity to develop their God-given talents in meaningful ways that 

positively influence the welfare of the Church and all people throughout the world. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love  

in the promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.

Celebrating 100 years of the 
19th Amendment!
EILEEN PETERSON, STATE CHAIRMAN OF LEGISLATIVE 

We as Catholic Daughters are living in extraordinary times unlike any we have ever 
experienced. Staying alive, keeping our families and loved one safe in this time of the 
coronavirus pandemic is challenging. For some, inability to physically attend the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass and receive the greatest treasure on the face of the earth, the real 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, has caused great sorrow. There are many churches 
that have been live streaming the Mass and there are networks, like EWTN, that carry 
many religious programs. If you are financially able to contribute to your church, the 
need is great. 

Yet, we are women of great hope for it is your prayers and your love for your 
neighbor as yourself that is transforming communities and building that wonderful 
culture of LIFE. 

One would not know that there is something we can celebrate! Women were given 
the right to vote on August 18, 1920 and this was a 72 year struggle led by wonderful 
women like Susan B. Anthony who believed in the inherent dignity of every human 
person. It is vitally important for us as United States of America citizens to perform our 
civic duty and vote. Bishop Joseph Strickland of the Diocese of Tyler, Texas exhorted 
Catholics to vote “with a well formed conscience” for candidates who “respect LIFE, 
morality, marriage, family and our basic freedoms”.

A Prayer To Mary At Election Time
(Found on EWTN.com)

O most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy,  
we entrust the United States of America to your loving care and  

beg you to reclaim this land for the glory of your Son.
Overwhelmed with the burden of the sins of our nation. 

We cry to you from the depths of our hearts
And seek refuge in your motherly protection. 

Look down with mercy upon us and touch the hearts of our people.

Open our minds to the great worth of human life 
And to the responsibilities that accompany human freedom. 
Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the evil of abortion 

And threaten the sanctity of family life. 
Grant our country the wisdom to proclaim that God’s law 

Is the foundation on which this nation was founded,  
and that He alone is the True Source of our cherished rights  

to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to reject the culture of death and  
the strength to build a new Culture of Life.

Trusting in your most powerful intercession, we pray:

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,  
that never was it known, that anyone who fled to thy protection, 
 implored thy help or sought thy intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, we fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, our Mother.  
To thee do we come, before thee we stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the word 

Incarnate, Despise not our petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer us. Amen





We're All In This Together  
JUDY STERLING, STATE TREASURER

As we face new challenges now in our everyday life, especially on how to return 
to what used to be normal, we realize things will never really be the same. We must 
come out of our “box” and think of new ways to continue our motto of “Unity & Charity”. 

All of us Catholic Daughters are in this together and with support from one 
another we can weather this pandemic. I want to thank all the women who are 
Facebook everyday with the prayers and songs. I watch later when I start to feel 
anxious and always feel better listening to you all. 

Many important milestones in our Courts and personnel lives have been put on 
hold, but not forgotten and when we can celebrate again, it will be even more 
special. We are in this together and with our strong Faith and Trust in God, we will get 
through this.

 A reminder for Court Officers, when mailing checks to the State: All checks need 
to be made out to Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 2 signatures must be on 
check, use memo line for reference of what check is for. All checks get sent to State 
Secretary Marguerite Forde at 37 Laurel Road, Kings Park, N.Y. 11754. Also, I ask when 
contacting me either by e-mail or phone, please mention you are a Catholic 
Daughter. I have been over whelmed by SPAM calls and e-mails asking for 
donations. If I do not recognize the name or number, I let my answering machine get 
it, or I hit the delete button.

I continue to keep all of you and your families in my prayers to be safe, healthy, 
and this pandemic ends soon. God Bless you all!

NEWSLETTER 
& WEBSITE 
CONTEST 
RESULTS
BARBARA DREW, STATE CHAIRMAN OF 
PUBLIC RELATIONS

This summer is coming to a close 
and it feels a bit different. Even in these 
different times, I hope the Courts will hold 
their installation ceremonies and meetings 
in the Fall. Most fundraisers are on hold or 
canceled, however, now is an important 
time to be creative and inventive and 
keep fundraising. Be sure to share out 
your great ideas with neighboring Courts.

Information about the upcoming 
2021 Newsletter Contest should be 
included in the September issues of the 
National Newsletter. The guidelines and 
deadlines will also be included. 

Congratulations to the NY State winners 
of the National 2020 Newsletter Contest:

Category I Division I 
3rd Place  
Court Mary Anthony #883, Liberty

Category II Division II 
3rd Place  
Court Madonna #114, Port Jervis

Category VI Division I 
1st Place  
The Rising Dawn NY State Newsletter

We also had a winner in the National 
Website Contest:

Category I Division I 
1st Place 
Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, 
Washingtonville

Thank you for all the members who 
participated in the prayer services during 
this pandemic. Stay safe and keep praying.

Ladies of Martha and Mary
PATTI DRIVANOS, STATE CHAIRMAN OF QUALITY OF LIFE

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds” Hebrews 10:24

I hope all of you are doing well. This has been a challenging year for everyone, 
and we don’t know when that will end. It makes planning meetings and projects 
challenging with keeping in mind masks, social distancing and crowd size limits. We 
all need to put on our thinking caps to be creative in how we continue doing our 
charitable works which define Catholic Daughters.

Consider making cash donations to support the food pantries and crisis 
pregnancy centers which always need our support since it is difficult for them to hold 
food drives or baby showers at this time.

The NYS Board has decided to create a Quality of Life State Project: The 
Ladies of Martha and Mary. This undertaking was written up last year in Rising Dawn 
by Lu Koch, State Chairman of Spiritual Enhancement and now Regent of Court 
McLaughlin #422, Saratoga Springs. Court McLaughlin created a committee known 
as the Ladies of Martha and Mary who would call, visit and gift a comfort basket 
care package to court members who were ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

Each court can take up the challenge of this project with their own twist: see if 
members need help getting groceries, medications, or rides to doctor appointments; 
prepare a gift basket with home baked goodies, grocery store gift cards, take out 
menus/gift certificates; send a puzzle book or adult coloring book to help these 
members pass the lonely hours.

While perhaps not every member would be able to do each of those things, we 
can all certainly make a phone call or send a cheery note. Please let me know what 
your Court plans to do for their Quality of Life Ladies of Martha and Mary Project; 
keep track of your efforts to report at the end of the year; and remember like Martha 
and Mary, do everything to serve and learn from Jesus. 

Please let me know what your Court plans to do for their Quality of Life Ladies of 
Martha and Mary Project; keep track of your efforts to report at the end of the year; 
and remember like Martha and Mary, do everything to please Jesus.

for we 
walk by 
faith, not 
by sight.
—2 Cor. 5:7




